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Steve Tompsett, parishioner, lector, Eucharistic Minister, Renew 2000 Facilitator, Parish Stewardship Committee and St. Joseph’s School Board Member was killed on September 11, 2001 while attending a conference at windows on the world in the world trade center. Steve was a brilliant technologist and mentor and loved all aspects of the math, science and technology disciplines. After Steve was killed, his family set up the Stephen K. Tompsett Memorial Fund for Technology in Education (“Stephen’s Fund”) to continue his volunteer work which exemplified his love of children and his desire to improve education, especially in his fields of expertise - science, math and technology. Thanks to the wonderful generosity of family, friends, colleagues and others that Steve touched during his short life, Stephen’s Fund has funded several projects in Garden City.

The first is the provision of wireless internet access in the 5th through 8th grade classrooms in St. Joseph’s School, a project which Steve was working on as Vice President of the School Board. This project was completed in August of this year and Stephen’s Fund paid for wiring the upper floors, the installation and set up of software and hardware, support and training for one academic year and eight (8) Toshiba Pent IV laptop computers. The ultimate goal is to have 24 laptops for St. Joe’s and Stephen’s Fund hopes to raise or help raise the money for the additional computers.

Second, Stephen’s Fund is sending one of the St. Joseph’s science teachers to Austin, Texas in September to be trained as Program Leader for the Girlstart After School Club which will be offered to the middle school girls in St. Joseph’s in the 2002-2003 school year. This program provides girls with an after school club in math, science and technology in a hands-on, girl-friendly environment. Stephen’s Fund hopes to expand this program to other middle school girls in Garden City and to help expand Girlstart (currently only available in Texas) throughout the Long Island and New York area.

Third, Stephen’s Fund will award the Stephen K. Tompsett Student Award for Excellence in Math, Science and Technology on an annual basis to a graduating high school senior who is a resident of Garden City, enrolled in a four year accredited university or college who has excelled in math, science and/or technology. Any high school senior who lives in Garden City, regardless of the high school attended, will be eligible for the cash award. This award will be granted every year, for (hopefully) many years to come. 

The Trustees of Stephen’s Fund feel that these grants best exemplify Steve’s passion for the math, science and technology disciplines and continue his love of learning and desire to encourage others (especially children) to excel in his areas of expertise. The Trustees can think of no better way to honor Steve’s memory than by recognizing student’s achievements in these fields while encouraging and inspiring them to continue their pursuits.

Please help us to continue this good work in Steve’s name and to remember Steve and all the others lost on September 11. Please consider a donation to Stephen’s Fund and visit us on our website:

www.stevetompsettmemorialfund.org
You can view information and updates about Stephen’s Fund, access information about Steve and his life and read articles written about him. There are links to other sites, including many September 11 memorial sites and you can download the Stephen K. Tompsett Student Award application.


Please continue to pray for Steve and his family and all those lost in the terror attacks. Thank you for your kind thoughts as they are true signs of strength and encouragement in these difficult times.


